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Do not go Gentle into that Good Night by Dylan Thomas, 1914 – 1953.
Part 1
Introduction
Dylan Thomas was a famous Welsh poet born in 27th October 1914 in Swansea, Wales. He decided to leave school at the age of 15 to become a journalist (Morgan 5). Upon the decision of working as a journalist, he developed an urge to try writing poems. Majority of his creative works began appearing in print form when he was still a teenager. His father was called David John, an English teacher in one of the famous schools. Dylan was keen on inheriting his father’s literary and intellectual abilities. This is because they spent much of the time together hence being in a position of being influenced by his father. His mother was a humble religious woman who helped Dylan accommodate a good mood, temperament, and respect for his culture. The childhood life of Dylan Thomas and the themes presented such as death, old age, family responsibility for the aged and the end of life care can be used to review the poem.
Early Childhood
Dylan’s parents took him to Swansea Grammar School to receive a formal education. During his short period at school, he discovered that he had a unique talent. Hence, he made a lot of contributions to the school magazine because of his strong affection for local folklore which talked about culture towards the mother-nation. During his times as a young boy, he befriended Daniel Jones who was his fellow schoolboy (Freeman 2). As such, the two wrote many poems together based on creativity and adventures that they enjoyed. Therefore, the two helped each other in writing poems hence learning different ways and styles of writing. Dylan was an active young boy who always wanted to try new things. As he learned from the home environment most of the times, he was taught to be skillful, having patience, attention, and sympathy (Jack 732). 
Soon, his childhood was characterized by gaining the title of a prominent poet who was loved by the public at late childhood life. Although most of his poets used the English language, he was known as the best and most influential Welsh writer in the English history. Some of his primary and interesting works that he dreamt of writing  when he was in his childhood include; “Do not go gentle into that good night”, and “death shall have no dominion”, “the play for voices and stories” as well as radio broadcasts such as “Portrait of the Artist as a young dog” and “A Child's Christmas in Wales”. His childhood was fundamental in ensuring that he prepared himself in becoming a better poet and writer (Dylan 18).
After he left the reporting job at around 15, he decided to join an amateur dramatic and creative group which was known as Swansea’s Little Theatre as a way of following his passion and dream. According to Jack (733), Dylan also joined a circle that had local writers in which he decided to write poetry seriously since he discovered that he had a talent. While he was at London, he managed to publish ‘The Sanity be kept’’ through the Sunday Referee as the publishers. This poem was read by Pamela Hansford who was also a poet who worked closely with Thomas hence creating a platonic relationship between them. Again, Dylan is known to have been inspired by the shady natural paths and leafy glades that were present in Cwmdonkin Park. He spoke of the importance of the park and the reason why it was important in his life during his broadcast ‘Reminiscences of Childhood’. Dylan also had issues of heavy drinking and abuse of substances which later led to his death. 
Part 2
Thematic concerns
One of the core themes in the poem” Do not go Gentle into that Good Night” is death. The idea of love is well shown by Thomas and his sick father (Jack 732). Thomas wrote many of his poems with doubts and confusion because it was a hard time for him since his father was sick. By the time he was writing this poem, his father was critically sick and was nearing death. He loved his father a lot because he had motivated and guided him toward becoming a good poet and writer. Therefore, he considered writing this poem as a way to encourage his father to be defiance of death. As hinted, “Though wise men at their end know dark is right, because their words had forked no lightning they, do not go gentle into that good night’’ (Dylan 3). This shows that he saw his father as a wise man who demanded to live for a longer time.
Another theme which is evident in this poem is old age. The idea of old age has been brought up with the help of Thomas and his father. In this case, the authors’ father is sick and old, and his death is near. According to Jack (731), this poem was written as a form of preparing him as a result of the sudden death of his father. To support this assertion, the author says that ‘’and you, my father, there on the sad height, Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray. Do not go gentle into that good night. Rage, rage against the dying of the light’’ (Dylan 15). This author says that his father should either curse or bless him before he dies. This is also a way of showing that the author is defiant of death and that he does not want his father to die. Thus theme is relevant in our society today especially for older people who suffer as a result of getting old. It is the responsibility of the healthy ones in the society to show and provide them with adequate care. The author cared for his father until the last minute he had.
The end of life care is also another thematic concern in the poem. Upon reading through the poem, it is evident that life is cared for and valued. Dylan’s family seems united since they are humble based on the careers they had. Therefore, this made Dylan consider providing care to his father for a well-achieved life before he died. However, his father’s condition was worsening, and he was nearing death although he tried to show defiance. According to Dylan (7), ‘’Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright, their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay, Rage, rage against the dying of the light’’. This means that his father was a god man, but soon his frail deeds were dancing in green bay. 
Moreover, family responsibility for the aged is a major theme in the poem. Members of the family should be taken off as a way of maintaining the importance of a family even at old age.  Based on this case, the author’s face is ill out of sickness that he can't recover. According to Dylan (16), ‘’Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight, Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, Rage, rage against the dying of the light’’. This is also a true reflection to the society since such cases are common among its members. Care before death is important because it may determine whether the sick will leave a curse or a blessing. 
Conclusion
The poem “Do not go gentle into that good night” by Dylan Thomas, 1914 – 1953 reflects creativity and a unique writing style that is rarely used by poets. The justifications of themes have been achieved through imagery which presents light and dark colors as symbols of life and death. Again, this poem is unique because its main themes have been derived from real situations, unlike other poems that are imagined and created. The poem’s language is simple to understand upon reviewing all the stanzas. Therefore, this poem is insightful and recommendable to all members of society.
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